
 

 

 

October 19, 2017 

 

Dear CCSL Families: 

As you know, all students in Massachusetts take state exams in the spring of each year.  These exams, 
previously known as Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) and now being referred 
to as Next Generation MCAS, are then scored over several months and the scores released to parents 
and schools in the fall. 

During the next couple of weeks, you will be receiving your child’s results on the Next Generation MCAS 
exams taken in the spring of 2017.   In advance of receiving your child’s results, I wanted to let you know 
about some changes that will impact how you interpret the results. 

New, Higher Standards:  The Next Generation MCAS tests for students in grade 3-8 (Grade 10 students 
still take the legacy MCAS exams) are designed to assess a higher standard of concepts and better reflect 
whether or not students are on track for the next grade level and eventually college and career.  

New Scoring Levels:  Next Generation MCAS scores include four levels: Exceeding Expectations, Meeting 
Expectations, Partially Meeting Expectations and Not Meeting Expectations.  These levels replace 
Advanced, Proficient, Needs Improvement, and Warning/Failing from the former MCAS tests. 

Due to the higher standards assessed on the Next Generation MCAS, parents of children in grades 3-8 
should not compare scores from the spring of 2017 to previous years’ scores. 

Comparing Results:  In some subjects and grades on the 2017 Next Generation MCAS, fewer students 
scored Meeting or Exceeding Expectations than scored Proficient or Advanced in previous years. This 
does NOT mean that students learned less; it reflects the fact that the Next-Generation MCAS measures 
more rigorous standards in a different way. 

CCSL uses the results from the annual state exams to actively drive the process of continual 
improvement at the heart of our school.  We couple this information with data we have from our 
ongoing, weekly, internal assessments to monitor the learning process and ensure that all students are 
building a solid academic foundation and working toward the achievement of their full potential.  

I hope that this brief explanation helps you interpret the scores you will be receiving shortly.  Should you 
have any questions about your child’s results, do not hesitate to reach out to the school for additional 
clarification. 

Regards, 

 

Frederick Randall, IV 
School Director 


